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south. The letter that was sent to these explained how
Muzaffar Jang had given Dupleix the charge of all the
country and the palayams between the Krishna River and
Cape Comoriu and how the grant had been confirmed by
Salabat Jang. It then proceeded to state that Muham-
mad Ali was given a coivle from Muzaffar Jang and invi-
ted to act as Dupleix desired, and, instead of doing so, he
had taken shelter in Trichinopoly and made frivolous ex-
cuses; and Chanda Sahib and the French forces had,
therefore, orders to capture Trichinopoly and punish
Muhammad Ali and the poligars should not help him on
pain of losing their fiefs and being punished, but should
help Chanda Sahib.

Chanda Sahib wrote shortly afterwards that he had
to postpone Ms mar.ch to Trichinopoly, as the English
under (iingens took Vriddhachalam and hoisted their own
flag there; Dupleix was so anxious that the place should be
retaken and the English should be driven completely out
of the neighbourhood that he arranged that Shaikh Hasan,
the jamadar of sepoys, who had been sent to reduce the
Chittore palayams, should be required to come and help
to beat the English. Large sums of money w^re received
by the French on Chanda Sahib's account and Papayya
PilUri, one of the agents of Madame Dupleix, was now ap-
pointed receveur general des finances dut Carnatic and
acted very tyrannically. Dupleix ordered that all pay-
ments got other than the sums due from Mir Asad and
Murtaza Ali Khan were to be received for and credited to
himself and these two sums alone were to be paid to Chanda
Sahib for the charge of his troops. It was now that the
English openly joined Muhammad Ali as principals in the
struggle.29

After six weeks of waiting1, Captain G-ingeus was joined1 about the mid-
Sle of May, by fiCO hnrae and about 1000 peons of Muhammad AIL He then
movrd westwards and came in sight of Vriddachalam, whose fortified pago-
da was garrisoned by 300 of Chnnda Sahib's troops. The place was on the
hi^-h road 10 Tiichin-poly; and its reduction was deemed to be necessary
for the preservation of Fort St. David. The pagoda surrendered after a
sT'srht aaaault and after leaving a small garrison there, thf> English conti-
nued Ihsir further march and were joined by about 100 Europeans detached
bv Gaptiin Cope from Trichinopoly and ab-ut 4,000 troops of Muhammad
Ali, both, cavalry and foot, commanded by Abdul Wahab Khan, a younger
brother of the latter. The exact place where the junction of the troops
took place is not clear; according to Captain Dalton it was at Valikanda-
jpuram (the'Volcondah of Oime and other niatoriaria).